facilitate the preparation of the agreements mentioned in
Article 43. Without such information, the Military Staff
Committee would find it difficult to accomplish its task; and it
might even be impossible to draw up a plan for the organ-
ization of the armed forces to be made available to the
United Nations organization which would fit in with the
actual state of affairs and constitute a real guarantee for
the accomplishment of the tasks set by the Charter of our
Organization.
It is not, of course, merely ai question of submitting
one or another type of information, nor even merely of the
task that has to be done by the Military Staff Committee.
It seems to me perfectly obvious that the submission of
tliis information; to the Security Council will also be of
great political importance. In any case, we will then have
a complete idea as to which countries have armed forces
outside their borders, where, and in what number. And
when we have all1, without exception, submitted this in-
formation to the Security Council and the Secretary-General
of our Organization, when the situation is entirely clear
to all us, many other things will also be much clearer
to us than at present. In any case, such information will
enable us to judge whether or not this question, the ques-
tion of the presence of armed forces of United Nations on
foreign territories, is one of major political significance. A
precise idea of the actual state of affairs in this respect is
very important to all of us, and, it seemsi to me, will work
in the interests of universal peace, of securing the freedom
and independence of all countries, and particularly of the
small nations, and will assist in the accomplishment of
those peaceful aims which are the chief task of the United
Nations organization.
That is what I wished to say in addition to my earlier
statements on this question.